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D E S I G N  TO 
CHANGE DIRECTION
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H OW TO  S TA RT ?
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W H AT I S  S U CC E S S ?
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C u r r e n t

L E S S  D E S I R A B L E  P R E S E N T
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D e sig   n

I N T E RV E N T I O N
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F u t u r e 
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B U Y M O R E  B U G L E S
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P EO P L E  I N  I N D I A N A P O L I S  W H O  B U Y 
S N AC K S  E V E RY W E E K W I L L B U Y 2 2 %  M O R E 

B U G L E S  O N  W E D N E S DAYS ,  O N LY W H E N 
B U Y I N G  F R E N C H  O N I O N  D I P.
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M A K E  A FO RG OT T E N  B R A N D 
R E L E VA N T AGA I N
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W H A A A A?
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W E  D E S I G N  F U T U R E S
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W H AT I S  T H E  F U T U R E ’ S  AT T I T U D E ?
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K N OW YO U R 
D E S I G N  FA M I LY
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Typography

TextureColor Line

Image Concept
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How about some  
afternoon delight?
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Let’s Go 
Surfin’!
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The King Reigns
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Death Metal Reigns!
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Where does everybody summer?
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YO U R FA M I LY LOV E S  YO U.  
S P E N D  T I M E  W I T H  T H E M .
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U N PAC K T H E  P RO B L E M
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»» solve the smaller problem first
»» start with the people, places, things

  U n pack  t h e  P ro b l e m   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



  U n pack  t h e  P ro b l e m   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



N AT I  B O OT S
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T H E  S O LU T I O N  I S  H I D I N G  I N  T H E  P RO B L E M
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F I N D I N G  I T I S  N O  S M A L L F E AT
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D O N ’ T K I C K YO U R S E L F  
I F  I T TA K E S  A W H I L E
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WA L K A M I L E  I N  OT H E R P EO P L E ’ S  S H O E S
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O K AY,  T H AT ’ S  E N O U G H  W I T H  
T H E  FO OT J O K E S .
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T H I N K I N S I D E  T H E  P RO B L E M
US E YOU R N OGGI N
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S E E  W I T H  F R E S H  E Y E S
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»» ethos
»» logos
»» pathos
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E t h o s

W H O  D O  T H E Y T RU S T ?
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Pa  t h o s

C A L L TO  T H E I R  E M OT I O N S
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L o g o s

A P P E A L TO  T H E I R  LO G I C A L S I D E
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(G E T TO)  K N OW YO U R AU D I E N C E
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K N OW T H YS E L F
REMEMBE R WHAT YOU  HAVE TO WORK WITH 
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»» know your conditions for creativity
»» don’t procrastinate, do it
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P RO C R A S T I N ATO R S
L E A D E R S  O F TO M O R ROW
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T EC H N I Q U E S  F O R  B L A N K 
C A N VA S  SY N D RO M E

  T ech  n i q u e s  f o r  B l a n k C a n va s  Sy n d ro m e   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



»» act like someone else
»» visualize the problem
»» iterate endlessly
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I F  W H AT YO U ’ R E  D O I N G  I S  N OT WO R K I N G , 
G I V E  I T T I M E ,  T H E N  T RY S O M E T H I N G  E L S E .
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WA R N I N G S
DO NOT D O THESE
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»» avoid pinterest
»» things will take longer than you think
»» you are not good enough to “wing it”
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It took me a few seconds to draw it, but it took me 
34 years to learn how to draw it in a few seconds.

  –PAULA SCHER
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It took me a few seconds to draw it, but it took me 
34 years to learn how to draw it in a few seconds.
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YO U ’ V E  G OT T H I S !

  Yo u ’ v e  G ot Th  i s !   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



  Yo u ’ v e  G ot Th  i s !   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



  Yo u ’ v e  G ot Th  i s !   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



  Yo u ’ v e  G ot Th  i s !   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



  Yo u ’ v e  G ot Th  i s !   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



  Yo u ’ v e  G ot Th  i s !   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



  Yo u ’ v e  G ot Th  i s !   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



  Yo u ’ v e  G ot Th  i s !   Faci ng  The  Blank Canvas 	 @dennischeathaM	 #wkbnch 



N o ,  R e a l ly .

R E S E A RC H ,  U S E  YO U R W I T S ,  D E S I G N .
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